The discovery of mm:oss and UE. m_ Mona s::

t was on a Wednesday of our |

soft spring... a radiant day dur-

ing which the wives of ambas-
sadors accredited to Lebanon,
wives of diplomats and a group of
privileged persons set out to dis-
cover Batroun and “Dar el-Mona
Fine Arts” in response to the invita-
tion of the Uruguayan ambassador,
Dr. Jorge Jure Arnoletti. It was a
lovely morning as we arrived at the
garden of the beautiful old
Lebanese house refurbished as a
cultural center, baptized Dar el-
Mona, in the heart of Batroun,

which is located on the coast Uruguayan Ambassador Dr. Jorge
between Jbeil (Byblos) and Tripoli.  Jjure Arnoletti,

The owners of the center, the
architect Sabah Abi-Hanna and his

wife, Mona, a painter, welcomed

the group for coffee and the traditional
lemonade. A film was shown at Dar el-
Mona on the historical sites and remains of
Batroun before a guided tour of the old
town — the souks, the Roman amphithearter,
the churches and the other sights of this
charming locality. Return to Dar el-Mona
for a buffet-lunch served in halls decorated
with paintings, including tableaux by the
artist Bruno Sfeir, a Uruguayan painter of
Lebanese origin. The proceeds of this suc-
cessful excursion, and of the tombola on a
painting by Mona Abi-Hanna, went in aid
of the Uruguay School for Orphans, located
in Beirut’s Ashrafieh neighborhood. =
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